Summary &mdash; Nectar sugar production per flower of Prunus puddum (during 8 h of flower opening) was 4·15 mg, when the nectar was removed at short intervals, compared to 1·89 mg/flower in flowers of the same age where nectar was allowed to accumulate. Similarly, nectar removal every 24 h after flower opening resulted in more nectar sugar production. Flowers where nectar was allowed to accumulate resorbed nectar. Analysis of nectar revealed the presence of glucose, fructose, sucrose and 1 unidentified sugar. Honeybees (Apis cerana indica and A mellifera) foraged both for nectar and pollen on the flowers. The activity of pollen gatherers peaked during early morning hours (8-9 h) and that of nectar gatherers at 11 h. A mellifera spent more time per flower than Ac indica, whether foraging for nectar or pollen. Honeybees preferred 24-and 48-h old flowers to freshly opened flowers or those older than 48 h.
INTRODUCTION
, whereas Pleasants (1983) found that total nectar production was the same whether nectar was removed or not.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The present studies were carried out during November-December 1984, (Kurennoi et al, 1967) , whereas in winter rape, nectar secretion increased by &ap; 128% if the nectar was removed 3 times a day (Maksymink, 1958) . However, Pleasants (1983) did not find any increase in the total sugar production in lpomopsis aggregata (Polemoniaceae), even if nectar was removed periodically. It seems that influence of nectar removal on nectar production varies from plant to plant and that no generalization can be made. These studies are important since in most studies, 24-h sugar value is used to compare the nectar production in flowers and if repeated nectar removal increased the total nectar yield, as found in P puddum, the 24-h value might be an underestimate in such cases, eg, the 24-h sugar value for P puddum was 4.12 mg/flower (fig 1) , whereas an almost equal amount (4.15 mg) of sugar was produced in 8 h if the nectar was repeatedly removed.
In the flowers where nectar was removed every 24 h, the initial extraction of nectar from freshly opened flowers did not affect the total nectar production during the 24 h of flower opening (fig 1), (Lüttge and Schnepf, 1976; Corbet, 1978 (fig 2) , but the activity of pollen gatherers of both bee species was maximum during early morning hours (0800 and 0900 h). This is probably related to peak of pollen presentation by the flowers. Percival (1955) (Free, 1970) .
Honeybees preferred 24 and 48-h-old flowers as compared to freshly opened flowers and those older than 48 h. This preference might be related to better nectar rewards (Reddy and Gupta, 1987 
